WALTHAM ST LAWRENCE PARISH COUNCILf

The Old School, The Street, Shurlock Row, Berkshire RG10 OPR

Clerk to the Council: %t 7Y Streather
Telephone: 07956 217783
Email: parishclerk@wslpc.uk

Waltham St. Lawrence Annual Parish Meeting |
held on Tuesday 25th April 2023 in the Neville Hall

Present: Mike Kay (Chairman), Mark Hipgrave, Clive Scott Hopkins, Rupe Patel, Paul Mason,
MJ Streather (Clerk)
Also present: 29 Members of the public.

Minutes (Reports of what was presented)

1 MINUTES:
To advise that the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 26" April 2022 were approved at a Parish
Council Meeting on Tuesday 10" May 2022

2. Report from the Parish Council: - The Chairman

2. Report from 3G-Natasha Creffield

3. Report from The Waltham St Lawrence Charities: - Richard Sykes

4. Report from The Neville Hall Management Trust: - John Kiss

6. Report from The Preservation Society: - Clive Scott-Hopkins

7. Report from Waltham St Lawrence Primary School: - Mrs Li-Juan Ellerton
Reports:

Parish Council

| am delighted to be able to report to you on the activities of the Waltham St Lawrence Parish
Council over the last year and to highlight the major events and ongoing challenges.

Planning remains the most emotive issue for most residents but, as | have highlighted before, a
Parish Council can only look to influence, with power over these areas sitting with the Borough.

The main concerns expressed recently by residents relate to the apparent plans for expansion of
both Zacara Polo and Glebe Farm, where both increased activity and movement of vehicles that

are unsuitable for the local country roads have been experienced, and further issues are feared.

Frustratingly the Parish Council have no powers over the damage to highways, risk to the local
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horse community or the damage caused by increased activity but have continued to apply
pressure to RBWM And encourage parties to come together.

A well-attended Parish Council meeting expressed concerns over plans for an extensive solar
farm, with associated hydrogen plant, south of the Straight Mile. This matter is ongoing, as are
plans for the redevelopment and repair of the poorly maintained listed barns in Beenhams Heath.

The ongoing applications for excessive housing at Bellman Hanger has featured once again, with
a new application dismissed by RBWM Development Panel last summer after extensive
representation from local residents and arguments against from the Parish Council.

The balance, of course across these issues, and in the Parish in general, is that there is a general
desire to have affordable housing for local people in the Parish, but in the right location.

The Shurlock Row Nature Reserve, the 13 acre site along Shurlock Road, was approaching
completion when | stood in front of you at an Annual Parish Meeting in 2019. | reported last year
that after numerous delays and legal discussions, we were eventually at the point where we
expect a 99 year lease to come before the Parish Council very shortly for approval, so securing
long term open space in the Parish.  Unfortunately, due to RBWM not having resolved the
outstanding issues, we remain in the same position, albeit that has saved the Parish the cost of a
year’s maintenance.

Parishioners’ concerns about speeding through the Parish are now being addressed by a
community speedwatch, a new development whereby local residents can actively get involved in
monitoring and ultimately, influencing enforcement, of speeding issues in the Parish. This results
in letters being sent to offenders with repeat offenders being visited by the police. | would like to
thank Rupe Patel for his active involvement in coordinating this.
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And we now have a third defibrillator in the village, housed in the old telephone box by Milley
Bridge, which continues the roll out of these potential life saving pieces of equipment across the
Parish. | would like to thank Mark Hipgrave for leading this project.

Of course, the main highlight in the last year were the Jubilee celebrations. A committee of local
residents worked together to arrange an excellent series of events and | must extend my thanks to
those involved for all their hard work. There are currently plans for smaller Coronation celebrations
in less than a fortnight from now, followed by a Village Festival (a Fete rebrand) in June, a much
needed fundraiser for local organisations which has been on hold since before the pandemic.

Future projects still being worked on and considered are the smartening up of the Burial Ground
and the pond in Shurlock Row. The Parish are in receipt of CIL development monies and
consideration is being given as to how these can be best applied for the benefit of the community.

The Parish Council are very mindful of pressures that are being placed on personal budgets with
the cost of living pressures currently being felt but are also very mindful of the desire of residents
for their community to be properly maintained, in spite of local government cuts, and the additional
costs that will be incurred locally in maintaining the new open space. The Parish Council have
needed to increase the 23/24 precept to £29,000 per annum from £26,500 per annum to square
the books. However, annual expenditure levels are forecast to be c£35,000 and therefore it is the
cost savings from the delay in adopting the Nature Reserve which has enabled a more significant
increase to be avoided, with Reserves being drawn on to cover the shortfall.

The Parish precept remains amongst the lowest level levied by Parishes in the Borough. It
represents £41.95 for a Band D property compared to a range of £34.32 to £102.33 in the other
Parishes in the Borough, the 3rd lowest of 15 Parishes and the lowest total precept. The Parish
Council’s priority throughout has been to establish value for money for residents whilst maintaining
or enhancing the local community.
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The Parish holds healthy reserves to be able to deal with the unknown and therefore is financially
in a strong position to withstand what will undoubtedly be difficult times ahead due to global
factors.

There is a new Parish Council forming next month so | would like to take this opportunity to thank
the current members and our Clerk, MJ, for their enthusiasm and support over the last four years.
Unfortunately, personal circumstances have resulted in a number of existing Councillors stepping
down, but | am delighted to welcome three new members, Sarah Goodchild, Angelique Hathaway
and Charles Williams.

| would like to repeat what | have said repeatedly on local issues. Whatever you decide, please
look to support and give your time to the local organisations or events such as those that you have
heard from at previous Annual Parish Meetings or later in this meeting. | was particularly pleased
to see so many local residents committing time and energy to the Jubilee celebrations. It is very
easy to sit back and just assume that things happen around you. They don’t. People in this
Parish work tirelessly to maintain and build this special community life. Please don't just take or
criticise, please help to keep Waltham St Lawrence special.

And my final thanks goes to those within the community who take the time and effort to either
attend Parish Council meetings or to share their views and opinions through other means. Please
remember that the Parish Council is here to represent the views of the Parish. Itis not a
straightforward task, many views conflict and, more often than not, the Parish Council have no
powers over areas of concern, they can only try to influence, but without input and direction we
cannot help to lead both the conservation and development of this very special community.

3G

Natasha Creffield outlined that 3G represents the 3 generations in the Parish (Children, Parents
and Grandparents), is open to all for a nominal cost, and is an ideal opportunity for people to
overcome loneliness and isolation.

WSL Charities
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Last year for the first time since 2019 the Charities were not overshadowed by Covid. Their
income, derived mainly from the Bell, was back to its normal level, and accordingly so was their
ability to make grants to others.

The main group of beneficiaries who receive grants from the Charities has traditionally been those
more senior in years who receive an annual payment in January. In January 2022 this amounted
to £22,250.

As energy prices rose during the year due to the Russian invasion of Ukraine and then as price
rises more generally started to squeeze ordinary people’s budgets the Charities decided to go
beyond their income and draw on their reserves to make a one-off cost of living grant to those
receiving the annual payment. This cost of living grant amounted to £24,750. So a total of
£47,000 was given during the year in grants to this group of older residents in the parish. The
trustees were touched by the appreciation expressed by so many of them.

The promotion of education has been one of the ‘objects’ of the Charities for over 300 years.
Education-related grants are today given mainly to help with the costs of further education,
whether that is for apprenticeships or university fees.

These grants are of course intended for those who would struggle financially without the grants.
Three years ago we introduced a system whereby, without requiring means-testing, applicants for
education grants were required to provide with their applications a justification as to why they
should receive a grant. (The trustees believe that in a village community context like our own
means-testing is inappropriate and we do not require details of income or assets from anyone to
whom we make a grant.)

In 2020 education grants to individuals amounted to £2,300; in 2021 the figure was less than
£1,000 and in 2022 £8,000 in total. Grants to the village school (just over £1,000 in 2022) are not
included in those figures.
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The People to Places bus service for qualifying residents continued to operate, with a total of 330
people trips during 2022. When Bracknell Forest Council announced they were increasing their
charges for personal alarms nearly three-fold, two of our trustees, Nick Kohl and Jeremy McEvett,
kindly sourced another provider and arranged the substitution of new alarms for the old ones for all
the recipients in the parish. Personal alarms are currently available through the Charities to 15
individuals.

If you know of anyone who is living on their own and would benefit from a personal alarm, do
please let Jeremy McEvett, or any of the trustees, know.

The total given away in grants and services provided by the Charities in 2022 was £64,543, a
record in the Charities’ 400 year old history. The resulting income deficit of a little over £26,000
was covered mainly by a sale of investments, though partly by the surplus in the preceding year.
Despite the year’s stock market turbulence the Charities’ reserves represented by their CCLA
investments had a year end value of just over £257,000, a little above what the trustees believe
prudentially they ought to have according to their reserves policy which they review each year.

The Gansons’ lease of the Bell came to an end in December 2022. One other person who had
expressed an interest in taking on the lease was invited to put in an application, but did not do so
even after being given extra time. A new lease was signed with Scott Ganson. Scott has always
been an excellent tenant of the Charities, and the trustees are very pleased that he has taken on
the new lease.

| would like to thank all the trustees for their contributions to the running of the Charities during the
year and in particular Nick Kohl for acting as Treasurer in addition to his other involvements with
the Charities, Polly Pollecutt for organising the People to Places bus service and Jeremy McEvett
for his work with Sue’s Piddle and with the personal alarms, but on this occasion | would like to
pay a special tribute to Prue Williams, the longest-serving of the trustees who for many years
benefited our meetings with her wisdom and deep knowledge of the village, not to mention her
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unfailing good humour. Prue retired as a trustee in March 2023, as indeed did I. In our respective
places as trustees we welcome Mrs Francesca Seligman and Mrs Joy Aldred. | would like to
thank Rob Lyman for taking over from me as chairman.

The trustee body is in good shape. Itis well diversified and, when Charles Mason retires in July
as vicar and therefore also as a trustee, the trustees will comprise an equal number of men and
women, with a wide spread of ages, skills and experience and between them a good knowledge of
the village. We have had a record year in terms of grants made, the finances of the Charities are
sound and we have renewed the lease of the Bell, the Charities’ main source of income, for
another term with a known good tenant. | have stepped down as chairman of the Chatrities,
confident that they are in good hands and in good shape.

Neville Hall Management Trust

John Kiss described the initiatives affecting the Neville Hall over the last 12 months.
These include a new heating system and a new oven and a new heating system.
new oven.

Fuel cost increases have obviously affected, as everybody now 2.5 times previous, but
encouragingly Gigaclear offer Wi-Fi free!

Wargrave Surgery have moved out, but new tenants ate lined uo.
Services are still offered free for JC, 3G, Wed Club, Choir, PC, cafe.
Reserves enough for long term upkeep.

Made a profit in 2021 2022

Now look after the Parish Events (like Jubilee and Coronation Weekend)

Jubilee made £6700 - promised it to: School, Cricket club, JC, and a tree.

Preservation Society
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| give you four examples where publicity has played its part in achieving results, good or bad, in
planning terms:

1. 50 years ago when [ first got involved with the Preservation Society a major public co,
English China Clays, acquired land in the centre of WSL with access onto the street between the
former barn and The Old Post Office. This was before Green Belt, designated White Land, and
they continued to apply for a housing estate even after first refusal. | was so annoyed by this that |
acquired 2 shares which entitled me to attend the next AGM in London in a large city room full of
shareholders and the press present. As soon as the meeting started | stood up and harangued the
board as to why they repeatedly tried to spoil a delightful village in Berkshire in a Conservation
Area surrounded by listed buildings. The chairman, Lord Aberconway, thanked me and said he
would look into it. Months later it was returned to the previous owner and we heard no more.

2. | was on the planning panel when an application came up to turn the cricket pavilion at
Great Martins into a residence although tied to the main house. | thought this conflicted with Green
Belt on creating another property and, against the officer’s approval recommendation, got it
refused. It went to Appeal and was dismissed but the then owner, a Swede, named Persson,
engaged a young barrister and, on a technicality, took it to the High Court which again refused it;
end of story? No, with funds behind him he appealed to the Court of Appeal (one below Supreme)
and they opined 2 to 1 in its favour but said it would have to be retried. The result became known
throughout the country as the ‘Persson Case’ where if a building is permanent and of sound
construction it can qualify for a residential change of use. | take responsibility by not accepting the
Council’s recommendation, but the pavilion was subsequently demolished, moved, re-built as a
house and replaced as a pavilion on the other side of the road.

3. My last two examples are somewhat political in that they arose at the Prime Ministers
annual dinner in Cookham with cabinet guest speakers. The first was environment minister Pickles
who announced, after a jokey start, a new planning policy whereby a redundant agricultural
building could have residential change of use. | immediately questioned this by saying anyone with
any land, myself included, could erect another and repeat the process. This annoyed him intensely
as he shouted out: “GET RIGHT BEHIND IT”. It became class M subsequently policy Q. However |
had the ‘last laugh’ in that | worked with the CPRE who agreed we needed to strengthen the
legislation to prevent repeated applications which resulted in an amendment to the NPPF para.
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149d “provided the new building is in the same use”. This has not yet been challenged in the
courts!

4. Finally, | challenged Transport Minister Grayling on the ever escalating cost of HS2 and
why not re-open the Great Central Line for commuter and freight traffic leaving the west coast line
for fast through trains; he ignored my question, probably not known the answer, and called out to
the dinner audience: “hands up all those would like to save 20 minutes on their journey” — most
hands went up; but again | had the ‘last laugh’ because ever since this ‘vanity project’ costing
£100bn has been condemned as the worst example of runaway expense when travellers can now
work on the trains; whilst environmental damage to wildlife and ancient woodlands is huge, 100
destroyed.

Time fortunately prevents me repeating the major success of contacting the chairman of the Prior
Committee Report, into siting and spacing, as an unsuitable site for a motorway service area at
Shurlock Row. Thank you for listening. Any questions?

WSL Primary School
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